








YA'AQOBH



JACOB



JACOB (YAKOV): A
PATRIARCH TO THE
NATION AND THE
FATHER OF THE 12
TRIBES OF 'ISRAEL’






0 Jaqgo, lago, Dieqgo,
Glacomo, James,
Jaime, Jacques, and
Jack are all derived
from Latin /Greek
lacobus (us being a
masculine ending)

0 James (brother of
Jesus) was actually
called Ya'aqobh

0O In Spanish Bibles
James is called
Santiaqgo!









O You could say he
‘came out fighting’

O This pattern of Jacob’s
life was indicated
even before he took
his first breath

O He had already
wrestled his brother
in the womb such
that she went to
inquire of The Lord






0 This was an
unexpected and

certainly
unconventional twist

0 Culture would have
dictated that the
younger brother
would serve the older

O The Lord either chose
Jacob for this purpose
or foresaw the
journey - either way
He had spoken



JACOB WAS A

MANIPULATIVE AND
DECEPTIVE

SCOUNDREL!










O The birthright of the
firstborn son of Isaac
and Rebekah would
have meant headship
of the clan and a
double portion of the
inheritance

O They were heirs to
Abraham’s promise

O Esau despised the
birthright that should

have been his own



JACOB (AND HIS

MOTHER) USED

DECEIT TO ACCESS
HIS BLESSING







O Esau had known his
father’s favour as
first-born and due to
his hunting ability
(which Isaac had a
taste for wild game)

O Jacob had his
mother’s favour as a
‘home-bird!’

O Esau compromised
and brought grief to
the family



O Isaac knew his days
were ending so told
Esau to hunt some
game and prepare a
meal so he could give
him his blessing

0 Rebekah overheard
and then plotted with
Jacob to deceive Isaac
and steal the blessing

0O They knew the power
of the blessing of God
- do we?



O Rebekah knew the
way to her husbands
heart... through his
stomach... and
prepared a tasty meal

O Jacob dressed in
Esau’s smelly clothes,
a hairy outfit and lied

0 Do to Isaac’s age,
confusion and
blindness they
successfully usurped
the blessing









JAcoB HAD GOD’s
BLESSING









O Jacob received the
blessing that was
meant for the
firstborn

O Esau returns to
receive his father’s
blessing and is
understandably and
vengefully enraged

O Jacob is sent to flee
to his Uncle Laban by
nis mother



JACOB HAD A
REVELATION OF THE
PRESENCE AND
POWER OF GOD
















O The main point here is
not Jacob’s ladder or -
it is the promise of
God!

O But Jacob’s response
was right - he
honoured the
presence of God with
an altar and trusted
and promised to be
faithful to Him

0 God will always be
faithful - will we?



JACOB REAPED
WHERE HE HAD
SOWN AND HAD TO
DEAL WITH THE
CONSEQUENCES




0 Jacob fell in love with
Laban’s second
daughter, Rachel
worked for 7 years for
her hand in marriage

O The 7 years seemed
like just a day to him!

O But Laban deceived
Jacob and sent his
elder daughter Leah
into him






O Jacob had a taste of
his own medicine!

O He was deceived in a
way that was similar
to how he had
deceived his father

O Within the culture of
the day, he was still
able to marry Rachel
but the knock on
effect was great






O The Lord saw Leah'’s
pain and favoured her
with children first

0O But things got
complicated -
jealousy and
desperation meant he
servants bore
children too

0 God did hear Rachel’s
plea too - she bore
Joseph and Benjamin



JACOB WAS THE
HEAD OF A RATHER
MESSY FAMILY!



O Our minds can often
romanticise the idea
of the tribes of Israel

O The reality is that
they were always a
very human and
messy family - from
their very beginning!

0 Jealousy, fighting,
immorality and
deception were family
traits, but God is
always faithful



O As Jacob’s stor
continues, he falls out
with and flees Laban
but had cleverly
grown his own
family’s wealth

O Laban pursues him
and they make an
agreement and Jacob
heads for Canaan

O This meant facing
Esau again so he
sends qifts ahead






JACOB PREVAILED
IN A WRESTLE WITH
GOD-THISIS A
NAME CHANGER













0O Do not expect God
encounters to always
be warm and fuzzy!

0 Do expect God to be
good and faithful to
His promises

0O The ongoing story of
the history of this
family of Jacob
(Israel) is of very
complicated but it
brings us God’s
promise In Jesus






JACOB LED WITH A
LIMP



O There is no genuine
way a man could win
a wrestle with God,
and Jacob indeed
limped from that day,
so what did it mean
that he prevailed?

O He had realised he
needed God - His

blessing trumps all

0O Will we value God’s
blessing over all?






0O Jacob sought to
pacify Esau after all
these years with
material gifts

O Butin this beautiful
story we see how
maturity can help us
to know what is truly
important - family
relationships

O Let us be a mature
church family



JACOB’S GREATEST
FAITH MOMENT
WAS NOT WHAT WE
MIGHT IMAGINE!







O In Genesis 48 Jacob
deliberately blesses
Ephraim over his older
brother Manasseh'!

0 This was God’s plan,
not human custom,
convention or idea

0O At the end of his
journey, Jacob knew
that God is faithful, is
worthy of worship,
and has favour upon
the un-favoured



THE STORY OF
YA'AQOBH / ISRAEL
BRINGS US TO JESUS
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