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-Jesus gives many 
instructions that are 
to be outworked in 
creative ways, but 
only these two 
instructions on very 
specific practices to 
be observed or  
‘ordinances’ 

-Baptism  

-The Lord’s Supper

ORDINANCES





“19 Therefore go 
and make disciples 
of  all nations, 
baptizing them in 
the name of  the 
Father and of  the 
Son and of  the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to 
obey everything I 
have commanded 
you. And surely I 
am with you 
always, to the very 
end of  the age.”

MATTHEW 28



-There are distinct 
‘baptisms’ that we 
read about in scripture  

-Two that are relevant 
for us today 
- Baptism in the name of  Jesus  

- Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

-These are somehow 
distinctive as 
experienced by the 
church in Samaria 
(Acts 8)

TWO BAPTISMS 



12 But when 
they believed 
Philip as he 
proclaimed the 
good news of  
the kingdom of  
God and the 
name of  Jesus 
Christ, they 
were baptized, 
both men and 
women.

ACTS 8



14 …they sent Peter 
and John to 
Samaria. 15 When 
they arrived, they 
prayed for the new 
believers there that 
they might receive 
the Holy Spirit, 
16 because the Holy 
Spirit had not yet 
come on any of  
them; they had 
simply been 
baptised in the name 
of  the Lord Jesus.

ACTS 8



-This passage illustrates 
it is not an exact 
science we can pin 
down in terms of  the 
hows and whens! 

-Our best efforts to 
understand this lead us 
to believe The Holy 
Spirit indwells and 
regenerates in salvation 
and immerses us and 
empowers in a separate 
‘Spirit  Baptism’ (To be 
continued…) 

TWO BAPTISMS 
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• Follow Jesus 
• Something He modelled (Matt 3:13-17) 

• Baptizo = Full immersion 
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• Testimony



ELIM ABERYSTWYTH 

What | How | Why
LORD’S SUPPER



26 While they 
were eating, 
Jesus took 
bread, and 
when he had 
given thanks, 
he broke it and 
gave it to his 
disciples, 
saying, “Take 
and eat; this is 
my body.”

MATTHEW 26



27 Then he took a 
cup, and when 
he had given 
thanks, he gave 
it to them, 
saying, “Drink 
from it, all of  
you. 28 This is 
my blood of  the 
covenant, which 
is poured out for 
many for the 
forgiveness of  
sins.

MATTHEW 26



29 I tell you, I 
will not drink 
from this fruit 
of  the vine 
from now on 
until that day 
when I drink it 
new with you 
in my Father’s 
kingdom.”

MATTHEW 26



-The Lord’s Supper / 
Eucharist / 
Communion is 
similar to baptism in 
that it is SYMBOLIC 

-In fact it was already 
symbolic of  Jesus 
Christ - His body 
broken and His 
blood poured out 
long before it was 
‘The Lord’s Supper’! 

LORD’S SUPPER



-The Matzah / 
Matzoh / Unleavened 
bread (which is more 
resemblant of  a 
cracker that what we 
would call bread) 
was a standard part 
of  the Passover  

-It would be enjoyed 
along with the Lamb 
during the main 
course of  the festival 
supper

LORD’S SUPPER



-This may have been 
the ‘afikomen’ 
bread 

-One of  three pieces 
of  matzah hidden in 
the house and then 
broken before 
being shared  

-‘This is my body 
broken for you’ 

AFIKOMEN



-It is often understood 
Jesus was sharing the 
‘third cup’ of  the 
Passover meal,  
- (‘the cup of  blessing’ or ‘the 

cup of  redemption’) 

-This was Christ 
explaining the advent 
of  the New Covenant 

-‘This is my blood of  the 
covenant, which is 
poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of  sins’

LORD’S SUPPER



31 “Behold, the days 
are coming, declares 
the LORD, when I will 
make a new covenant 
with the house of  
Israel and the house of  
Judah, 32 not like the 
covenant that I made 
with their fathers on 
the day when I took 
them by the hand to 
bring them out of  the 
land of  Egypt, my 
covenant that they 
broke, though I was 
their husband, 
declares the LORD.

JEREMIAH 31



33 For this is the 
covenant that I 
will make with the 
house of  Israel 
after those days, 
declares the 
LORD: I will put 
my law within 
them, and I will 
write it on their 
hearts. And I will 
be their God, and 
they shall be my 
people.

JEREMIAH 31



-This covenant had 
been promised but 
nobody could have 
dreamt this is how 
it would be 
revealed 

- The first disciples 
grasped this and 
put the instruction 
of  Jesus into 
practice



“Every day they 
continued to 
meet together 
in the temple 
courts. They 
broke bread in 
their homes 
and ate 
together with 
glad and 
sincere hearts”

ACTS 2:46



-The breaking of  bread was 
done in homes and regularly 

-It was not the preserve of  the 
priests! 

-It was even turned into a sadly 
irreverent occasion by some, 
such as the church Corinth (1 
Cor 11) 
- Paul was not setting religious rules, he 

was restoring respect 

-It was meant to be taken with 
understanding 

-Families would share together

UNDERSTANDING



“When he had 
given thanks”

MATTHEW 26



THE LORD’S 
SUPPER IS ABOUT 
REMEMBERENCE, 

THANKSGIVING 
AND THE PROMISE 

OF HEAVEN



-These ordinances are 
not intended to make a 
person sacred or holy  

-They are symbolic 
expressions of  that 
which Christ has done 
for us 

-They are not vital for 
salvation (the thief  on 
the cross) but they are 
vital expressions of  an 
obedient saved believer

ORDINANCES



"LET US THINK OF A CHRISTIAN 
BELIEVER IN WHOSE LIFE THE TWIN 
WONDERS OF REPENTANCE AND THE 

NEW BIRTH HAVE BEEN WROUGHT. HE IS 
NOW LIVING ACCORDING TO THE WILL 
OF GOD AS HE UNDERSTANDS IT FROM 

THE WRITTEN WORD. OF SUCH A ONE IT 
MAY BE SAID THAT EVERY ACT OF HIS 

LIFE IS OR CAN BE AS TRULY SACRED AS 
PRAYER OR BAPTISM OR THE LORD'S 

SUPPER. TO SAY THIS IS NOT TO BRING 
ALL ACTS DOWN TO ONE DEAD LEVEL; IT 
IS RATHER TO LIFT EVERY ACT UP INTO A 
LIVING KINGDOM AND TURN THE WHOLE 

OF LIFE INTO A SACRAMENT."
A. W. TOZER



-Is the Holy Spirit 
speaking to you 
today about being 
BAPTISED in 
water? 

-Is the Holy Spirit 
highlighting 
anything that you 
need to put right in 
your heart as we 
share in the Lord’s 
table?

RESPOND


