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The Sermon on the Mount
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“Therefore everyone 
who hears these 
words of mine and 
puts them into 
practice is like a wise 
man who built his 
house on the rock… 

…But everyone who 
hears these words of 

mine and does not 
put them into 

practice is like a 
foolish man who built 

his house on sand.”
MATTHEW 7:24-27



Our journey 
this year is 

about…  

Stronger & 
Deeper  
Roots & 

Foundations



Jesus intention was 
always that you & I 

(along with all 
hearers through the 

ages) would hear 
and understand and 
apply these words 

in our lives



• Climbing higher into 
Kingdom living with the 
‘Sermon on the Mount’ 

• The Beatitudes gave us 
an idea (ladder) of 
kingdom values and 
progression  

• Jesus has invited us to a 
higher way through His 
teachings on moral laws 
in light of His fulfilment 
of ‘The Law’

CHAPTER 5:  
CLIMBING THE MOUNT!



• In the first half of chapter 
6, Jesus turns our 
attention to our attitude 
toward spiritual practices  

• Christ cuts to the heart 
of those who prioritising 
an outward appearance 
of godliness & spirituality 

• He wants us to examine 
our motivation, heart and 
to value the eternal over 
the temporal

CHAPTER 6: 
SPIRITUAL PRIORITIES







5 ‘And when you 
pray, do not be like 
the hypocrites, for 
they love to pray 
standing in the 
synagogues and on 
the street corners 
to be seen by 
others. Truly I tell 
you, they have 
received their 
reward in full.

MATTHEW 6



• And…  

• This is a continuation of 
what Jesus was telling 
us about giving 
• Practice spirituality humbly 

and honestly 

• ‘Hypocrites’ is derived 
from the word for actor 

• When…  
• (not if)

AND WHEN YOU 
PRAY…



6 But when you 
pray, go into your 
room, close the 
door and pray to 
your Father, who is 
unseen. Then your 
Father, who sees 
what is done in 
secret, will reward 
you.



• How ironic that ‘The 
Lord’s Prayer’ is often 
only used only in liturgies 
and public meetings 

• Jesus introduced it telling 
them to go into their 
rooms and close the door 
and was trying to move 
them away from praying 
using rote repetition 

• It is a prayer model, not a 
special formula

CLOSE THE DOOR



• Prayer was being used 
as display of outward 
spirituality, Jesus shows 
us that it is a matter of 
the heart 
• Remember the beginning of 

Chaper 6 - “Be careful not to 
practice your spirituality in 
front of others…” 

• Corporate prayer is vital, 
but if not born in a heart  
of private prayer then 
what is the motivation?

CLOSE THE DOOR



• REMOVE distraction 
(dis - traction) 

• ONLY you and God  

• OPENNESS, honesty 
and intimacy 

• MEET with Him

MAKE ROOM



7 And when you 
pray, do not keep 
on babbling like 
pagans, for they 
think they will be 
heard because of 
their many words.  

8 Do not be like 
them, for your 
Father knows what 
you need before 
you ask him.



• We don’t pray to impress 
people - we do not need 
to impress God either! 

• There is merit and fruit in 
being persistent in 
prayer (Luke 18:1-8) when 
it is an act of faith and 
perseverance 

• The amount of words we 
use are not important - 
the heart and motivation 
behind them are

DON’T BABYLON



9 ‘This, then, is how you 
should pray: ‘“Our 
Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your 
name, 

10 your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us today our 
daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 
us from the evil one.”



• Each aspect of the 
prayer is actually an 
opportunity for our 
response as much as a 
request for God’s 
actions… 
• Your Name be kept holy 
• Your Kingdom & will 
• We trust You for todays 

provision 
• Forgive us AS we forgive 
• Lead US

THE LORD’S PRAY-ER



Often we enter into 
prayer asking God 
for what He can do 
for us, but we leave 
understanding what 
We can do for Him



14 For if you forgive 
other people when 
they sin against 
you, your heavenly 
Father will also 
forgive you.  

15 But if you do not 
forgive others their 
sins, your Father 
will not forgive 
your sins.



• Perhaps here Jesus shows 
us that a praying person is 
a person who is changed 
to be more like God  

• If we receive the 
goodness, mercy and 
grace of God by faith, so 
also we should give 
goodness, mercy and 
grace to others in faith 

• Freely you have received, 
freely give (Matthew 10:8)

FREELY RECEIVE, 
FREELY GIVE



What if God’s heart 
for prayer is to 

change the heart of 
the pray-er?!







• When I intentionally 
make time to be with 
my children… 
• Sometimes it is because 

they need me and have 
asked for help 

• Sometimes it is because I 
want to support them and 
be there for them 

• Sometimes it is because I 
want to guide them and help 
them make better choices 

• Sometimes it is just because 
I love them and want to be 
with them

‘OUR FATHER’ TIME





• Do not underestimate the 
unseen impact of our 
Tuesday morning prayers 

• Do not underestimate the 
value of your personal 
prayers to the life of our 
church family  

• Do not neglect the 
opportunities we create to 
pray together… 
• 24hr prayer, Seedlings & Planted 

prayer meetings, Tuesday Praise 
& Pray, NOvember, New Year’s 
Rvolution, Sanctuary…

PRAYER FURNACE 





Prayer is the 
furnace at the 
centre of any 

healthy home - we 
must understand 

this personally and 
corporately



• Take a look at the 
words of the prayer 
model that Jesus gave 
us and say / write a 
prayer of your own  

• Keep it simple  

• Keep it honest 

• Commit to personal 
and corporate prayer

RESPOND 



Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily 
bread. 

And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 

us from the evil one.



God in Heaven, our maker 
and defender, may Your 

name be honoured today.  
You are my ruler and I 

submit to you plans, let 
your perfect heavenly ways 
be reflected here on earth.  
I trust You to provide my 
every need for this day. 

Please forgive me for every 
wrong thought, action or 

offence I have caused You. 
And in the same way I 

forgive those who have 
wounded me in any way. 
I want to follow Your pure 
ways, not engaging with 

temptation so please steer 
me well clear of the evil one 

and all his schemes.


